
Fr Ryan Homily – Immaculate Conception 

Read: Genesis 3:9-15, 20; Psalm 98; Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-12; Luke 1:26-38 

   So two quick questions, did Jesus ever sin? No. Did Mary ever sin? No. Very 

good, that’s my homily. Wouldn’t that be fun if that was actually my homily? None 

of you are that lucky because today we’re celebrating this beautiful feast of Mary’s 

Immaculate Conception and that of course means she was conceived without sin. 

Like Adam and Eve were brought into this world without sin. And we believe this 

of Mary because it’s fitting. The Lord would do this if He was trying to make Mary 

a new Eve, a new Arc of the Covenant. Mary who will carry God made flesh within 

her. He’s gonna make somebody who’s perfect. So she still had to cooperate with 

the Lord and choose what God wanted all through her life but that’s what we’re 

celebrating today; that she was conceived without sin and that she never sinned 

in this life. And so for Mary to be born without sin means she did not have 

concupiscence. All of us have concupiscence, that’s our first big Catholic word this 

morning. Mary didn’t have concupiscence and that means that she didn’t feel 

drawn towards sin like the rest of us do. Like we have that part of us where we 

know we should do good and holy things. We should want to pray everyday for 30 

minutes and we should want to do our chores when mom and dad ask us to but 

the only thing I really wanna do is lay on the couch and eat Oreos and watch 

Stranger Things. That’s concupiscence right. I know I should do those holy things; I 

just wanna do lazy things. That’s the part of us Mary didn’t have. The part of us 

that’s drawn towards lower things, the part of us that’s continually drawn towards 

selfishness or anger or gluttony or lust or gossip or whatever the thing is. And as 

much as we make that firm commitment not to do it again, we’re still drawn into 

it. We feel that pull towards things that are not of God. Mary never felt that. She 

didn’t have to struggle with that. It doesn’t mean that it was impossible for Mary 

to sin. Adam and Eve started like Mary did and we all know where that story went. 

It was still possible to be tempted. Mary still had choices to make. She could still 

choose the good the better the best things. She still had the option of choosing 

sinful things; she never did. She’s an example for us because she chose God’s will 

always. And so that’s the first way that Mary is a little bit different from the rest of 

us; she never felt that pull towards sinful things. The other difference is when she 

received God’s salvation, when she received God’s saving grace. We received that 

grace through Mary’s son Jesus. Mary also received salvation through her son 



Jesus. We all need Jesus to be our savior, Mary too. Mary needed Jesus to die on 

the cross and rise from the dead for her. But as we listened in our opening prayer 

this morning it pointed out Mary received that grace ahead of time, from Jesus’ 

death and resurrection. So all the graces that are gonna come to us through 

baptism and through the other sacraments because of Jesus’ death and 

resurrection were kind of applied to Mary beforehand, before she was ever born. 

And so we call that prevenient grace. So today is a little bit like Catholic Jeopardy – 

these big words, what do they mean. Concupiscence, prevenient, these are things 

Mary kinda didn’t have to struggle with. Mary still wants to be connected with us. 

We still need her intercession because I think sometimes talking about the 

Immaculate Conception can be a little bit dangerous because we can get into this 

mindset of Mary is perfect and I am so not that. Like look at all these ways she’s 

different from the rest of us and we can feel like there’s this gap between her and 

me. There’s too much of a distinction that Mary is other. But I don’t think Jesus 

wants us to see her as other, He wants us to have her as a mother. That’s how He 

wants us to see her. He wants us to have a relationship with her. In fact when He 

was on the cross He looks down at John and He says to him behold your mother 

and that’s meant for all of us. Behold your mother. Sure she didn’t struggle with 

sin the way the rest of us do. She didn’t feel pulled toward it but that doesn’t 

mean she’s disconnected with our experience. Just like Jesus never struggled with 

sin and He’s still connected to our experience. Mary still wants to be connected to 

us; we still need her intercession. Lately I’ve been kinda thinking about Mary’s 

perfection and our own uncleanness. Mary never had to go to confession. I go to 

confession every other week, like I got plenty to confess. Scripture says the 

righteous man sins seven times a day. That’s the righteous man. I mean it’s like as 

soon as we’re forgiven we just fall in the dirt again. It’s like an image of that mom 

who picks her child up out of the dirt and cleans off his hands, his face and before 

you know it he’s back playing in the dirt again. That’s what it feels like sometimes 

going to confession. We walk out of confession and for sixty seconds we’re good 

and then we think of that one person, and we have a bad thought and we’re 

starting to get dirty again. So we need to go back to the Lord once again to clean 

us off. But to know that there’s a gift in that too. Mary received a unique gift – to 

be saved from sin from the beginning. We receive a great gift that God will forgive 

us as many times as we need to be. When we sin, when we’re broken. The Lord 

never wants us to sin because that’s what separates us from Him and He never 



gets tired of cleaning us off. It’s not like he’s ever going to get to this point in life 

where He’s gonna look at you and say that’s it, I’m done, I’ve cleaned you how 

many times now, go away. God will never get to that point. If we fall seven times a 

day as long as we repent seven times a day and turn to Him for His mercy we’re 

good. Just keep turning to Him. In a way every time we turn to His mercy we get 

to experience His love in a new way. If you wind up sinning seven billion times in 

your life and you turn back to the Lord, you get to experience God’s mercy seven 

billion times. Which has led some to say that maybe it’s a good thing to sin if 

that’s the case. It’s not. It separates us from God. Jesus desires a relationship will 

all of us. He loves you and sin says I don’t love you back. And it wounds Jesus’ 

heart when through our actions, through our words, we say I don’t love you back. 

That’s when we sin. And so we wanna separate ourselves from sin not from God. 

It’s just that when we do sin God loves us so much that when we repent He always 

forgives. Where sin abounds grace abounds all the more. What a gift to receive 

God’s mercy. And so today we ask for Mary’s intercession for us that we might be 

holy because she is holy, that we would learn from her to accept and walk in the 

Lord’s will, and we ask that she would pray for us that we would never despair of 

receiving God’s mercy trusting that He loves us so much to forgive us every time. 

Amen 


